your cottage

COMPOSTING TOILETS, such as those
made by Sun-Mar, are an increasingby
populs and deddedly eco-friendly op-
tion for cottage living. They e effective
tologecal comverters and save significant
amourts of water — some units require
just one glass of water per Mlush, They're
alto ideal for an Indoor tollet In a place
where it's dfficult to instsll water lines
and sowr Pystems

Composting tolets work by break
ing down human waste and it paper
through a peodess volving caygen, mok-
hure, organic matenial {(auch as peat moss),
FESLRINg COmMPosT Can b wied 0 your gar-
den, but only 2o fertilze Nowers or oma-
/,.- mentais. for safety, it should never be used

Check that the compaost doos
not got too wot or coid, 35

that will hall the compoating
process.

to fertilce amything you will eat such xs veg-
etables and fruit.

The sweet emeldl of succets fram 2 com.
poting toilet is the absence of unpieasant
aomas To enwre this hapoem, look for
tollets that create a partisi vacuum, pulling
in ar to evaporate excess hquids. Electric
mockdn ui @ fan, whie other types use a
wen! chimnesy. And incufcient aoygen can
crexe odours. Models that use a hand-
turreed MOSATInGg CGrum enwre B prODE! axy-
gen supply. Add ane cup of peat moss per
person per day, and be sure 20 also use the
todet manulacturen’ packages of helphd
microbes.

¥ you re instaling a todet in an unheated

Composting toilets

space, lock tor fbreglaks or marine-grade
ttainless-stonl units that can suniwe froe2-
ng temperatures withowt cracking,

Irtenestingly, compasting toleds ae no
langer canfined to rural ancas. Plot projects
for urttan use are now underway n several
CanaBan it In tha Kitslano anaa of Van-
cover, the non-prodk Cey Farmer environ-
mental organzalion opersies 3 COMPosting
toilet that's hoated by a emall electric cal
and verntilated by a small fan. The result-
ing compost is used to fertilize ornamental
plants an the roof of a garden shed. A pubiic
compastng talet n Vancouwver's Strathcona
Community Gardens has recenved meda
interest, s has an instalation In Toranto's
Dufferin Grove Park.

Some high-profile Canadians who use
s systems at thelr cottages nclude jahn
Fraser, Master of Massey College ot the Uni
versity of Toronta, and noavedist Margaret At-
wood, Formar Gowernar-Goreral Adnenre
Carkson descnbes hersed? ac “totaly and
utterly an evangeiwt” for the Hyear-okd
COMposting throne employed 3t her Two-
acre Geoegian Bay property, whech has ned
ther electricity nor hot water
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