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Total precipation Jan. to Oct.

Normal: 662.6 mm

2007 412.2 mm (62% of normal)
1958 411.3
1963 457.5
1966 485.4
1988 514.4
1938 515.9

2007 so far: Warmer... ...and a lot drier than normal THE DRIEST YEARS
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Windsor and points north have
been wetter than normal this year,
Phillips said. Whereas locally, with
no rain in sight for the rest of Octo-
ber, the first 10 months will rank as
the GTA’s second driest on record.

Since Jan. 1, Greater Toronto has
received only 412.2 millimetres of
rain, which is about two-thirds of
normal levels. It was only slightly
drier in 1958, when 411.3 mil-
limetres of rain fell in the first 10
months. 

But, according to Phillips, the cur-
rent drought is more severe be-
cause it has been much warmer
than in 1958. He refers to our pat-
tern now as a “weather-free zone,”
ushered in by a lot of southerly air.

For the most part, urbanites are
loving it, he said. Their home heat-
ing costs are being held down and
their lawns are still green, Phillips
states, although trees are thirsty. 

If the GTA doesn’t get a good soak-
ing soon, that may mean more dis-
tressed trees and forests come
spring, and lower lake and stream
levels, which will affect fish habi-
tats, he says.

CURTIS RUSH
STAFF REPORTER

The warm and dry conditions
throughout the GTA continue to
topple marks in place for 50 to 60
years.

In some cases, all-time records are
falling.

For instance, this fall is turning in-
to the warmest September-Octo-
ber combination on record, accord-
ing to Environment Canada senior
climatologist David Phillips.

Factoring in the forecasts for the
last two days of October, he expects
September-October to record an
average temperature of 16.1, ex-
ceeding the previous mark of 15.7
set in 1961.

October alone also looks like a re-
cord-breaker, with the average
temperature expected to wind up at
14.1C, topping 13.6 in 1963.

But it is not the warmth drawing
Phillips’ attention.

Rather, it’s the GTA’s drought and

he sees “no scientific explanation
for it.”

The local weather is cyclical and
the arid span is not a result of global
influences, he says. 

“Storms have gone well south of us
and north of us and all around us,
but we’ve not seen the storms we
have in the past,” the climatologist
said.

“You can’t take one season or one
year and suggest that is a result of
climate change. One season does
not a trend make.”

However, the extreme variability
of the Toronto seasons is a different
story, he says.

Last fall was one of the wettest on
record and now we’re into one of
the driest.

That kind of swing does pose con-
cerns that may be related to climate
change, he allows.

“But no one knows (for sure) and
no one should put their reputation
on the line saying that,” he said.

It’s not the heat, it’s
the (lack of ) humidity 
Parched fall amazes forecaster — rain storms
happened ‘all around us’ but kept missing Toronto 

PETER GORRIE
ENVIRONMENT REPORTER

Canada’s forest industry says it will
be carbon neutral by 2015.

In what is likely the first such
pledge by any major industry sector
in the world, the forest companies
say their logging, paper and pulp
operations, and the products they
produce, will, in effect, no longer be
a source of greenhouse gas emis-
sions that cause climate change.

And they’ll do it, they say, without
resorting to offsets — the contro-
versial practice in which polluters
continue to spew emissions, but
contribute to projects elsewhere
that claim to reduce them.

The effort must extend beyond
forests and mills to wood and paper

consumers, such as construction
sites, homes and offices, Avrim La-
zar, president of the Forest Prod-
ucts Association of Canada, said. 

The aim is to protect both the en-
vironment and the industry’s bot-
tom line, said Lazar, who was to an-
nounce the pledge this morning at a
conference in Ottawa. 

Global demand for wood products
is soaring, he said. “If people con-
tinue to do it the old way . . . it won’t
be very good for the planet.”

The devastating spread of pine
beetles in British Columbia — part-
ly because winters are no longer
cold enough to kill the insects — is a
wake-up call, he said. 

“We got a lesson in the impact of
climate change before most of the
rest of Canada.”

As well, global buyers increasingly
demand products from “sustain-
able” operations. That can be an

edge for Canadian firms, which face
fierce competition from China,
Brazil and other places where trees
grow faster, costs are lower, and en-
vironment rules can be lax.

The Canadian industry has re-
duced its greenhouse emissions 44
per cent since 1990, when its output
increased by 20 per cent. 

That puts it far ahead of Canada’s

Kyoto Protocol target — a 6 per cent
cut. 

Most of the industry’s reductions
have been at pulp and paper mills,
which have become more efficient
and, in many cases, converted from
oil and gas to renewable fuels. But
much of the effort will involve
keeping wood and paper out of
landfills where, as it decomposes, it

releases methane, a potent green-
house gas. 

About half the paper used in Cana-
da is recycled, Lazar said. To im-
prove that figure, the industry will
use publicity to target consumers in
offices and apartment buildings,
where recycling rates are low.

Another focus will be recycling
wood waste at construction sites.
The aim is to have it recycled into
plywood, particleboard or paper; or
sent to high-tech plants that burn
wood for heat and electricity.

“We hope other industries will
rise to the challenge” of doing the
same, or better, said Lorne Johnson
of World Wildlife Fund Canada,
which is working with the associa-
tion. Other green groups are on an
advisory panel.

Johnson added the odds are good
the industry will meet the target.
“They’re already doing a good job.” 

Canada’s forest industry to turn over a new leaf
Making plans to meet
carbon-neutral pledge

ANDREW WALLACE/TORONTO STAR

A moored sailboat rides low water level in Oakville harbour yesterday. 

How the Canadian forestry indus-
try plans to meet its 2015 target:
1 Become energy self-sufficient
— switch from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy.
1 Adopt energy-efficient technol-
ogies. 
1 Increase diversion of used for-
est products from landfills. 

1 Cap more landfills to prevent
methane leaks.
1 Increase cogeneration — using
waste heat to generate electricity.
1 Increase potential of forests
and wood products to store car-
bon.
1 Maximize recycling of paper
and wood products.

SHIFTING INTO NEUTRAL


